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It was fortunate that she'd mastered her

powers since learning she was the reincarna-

tion of Life, as Blythe could now grow as much

hol as it took to repel demons, spirits, or any

other mischievous deities that decided to take a

sudden interest in her family. She'd shove every

bough down their throats if necessa because

this year, they were all going to have a perfect

Christmas.

steria had transformed since Aris's

return. For years Blyhe had missed the magic

that once pulsed through the home's very

essence. Now, with its owner returned, Wiste-

ria's heart had resumed its proud beating. Giant

statues of fantastical beasts loomed near the

grand oak doors, welcoming all who entered

into a spacious foyer adorned with intricately

carved nutcrackers taller than she was, and

well-decorated snowmen that never seemed

to melt. The gold-tr

a perfect wintry sk;
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ing the warm pink gl
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than his previous form. His j line was squarer

and more pronounced, his skin a shade darker,

and ile the changes were just enough to feel

jarring, there was enough about Aris that had

felt familiar from the moment she'd laid eyes on

him. One look and she'd known that the miss-

ing piece of her soul had finally made its way

home to her.

His eyes were the same, as were the deft-

ness of his clever hands and the way that light

always seemed to pull toward him. There were

a few other differences as well, though certainly

none that Blythe could co lain about. In fact,

herself with those di rences now, if not for

the fact that it was just days before Christmas

and their fami was in town to celebrate.

Fami o did not seem to understand

when to make themselves scarce.
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favorite pastimes, and he sported a grin rem-

iniscent of Blythe's father's whenever he had

a particularly favorable hand at cards. Sylas

crossed the foyer to stand beside his brother,

head tipped back to admire the boughs of hoIIy.

He arched a brow at her. 'Are you feeling

particular festive this year, dear sister?"

Blythe shot the reaper a sour look, feeling

foolish that she'd ever allowed herself to fear

this ridiculous man. It'd taken her several

months to breathe easy around Sylas after

first meeting him, but now; years later, he was

a comfort. A strange and curious man with an

odd sense of playfulness she rather enjoyed in a

brother. It was a nice change of pace, especially

considering that the last one had tried to kilI

her. ice.

"I'm no fool," she told him. "Our collec-

tive luck does not tend to hold up well on

Christmas. We need r
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first Christmas together as a true fa posi-

For years she'd aited this moment,

reme ering the single Christmas that she and

Aris had spent together as a pair. It was during

the holidays that she'd first realized she loved

him. It was then that they had slept together for

the first time. For enty-seven years after that,

B he's bed had remained cold and her heart

was left aching. But this year, all would be per-

fect. They deserved that much.

deserved that much, and she didn't want

a one to take this from them.

herself from her husband's grasp, voice lower-

ing as she approached Sylas. "How is that thingl

asked for your help with?" she asked, choosing

her words careful She could practically feel

Aris's curiosity festering.

"I intend to take

soon," Sylas offered r

turned decidedly tow

one."
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